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   Editor 2017- CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture (ISSN 1481-4374) 
<http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb> 
   Series Editor 2017- Purdue University Press monograph series of Books in Com-
parative Cultural Studies 
   <http://www.thepress.purdue.edu/series/comparative-cultural-studies> 
   Assistant Professor 2014- Comparative Literature & Near Eastern and Judaic Stud-




1) bioprofile 2) fields of scholarship & teaching 3) education 4) faculty appointments 
5) academic service 6) awards & grants 7) publications 8) conference papers, invited papers, & lectures 
 
1) bioprofile: Ari Ofengenden teaches comparative literature and Hebrew literature and culture at Brandeis 
University. He received his Ph.D. in comparative literature and Hebrew literature from the University of Haifa in 
2007, an M.A. in psychology from the University of Tel Aviv in 2002, and his B.A. from Ben-Gurion University of 
the Negev in 1994. His interests in research include comparative literature, world literatures, literary theory, 
poetics, narratology, translation studies, film and literature, psychology and literature, German-language litera-
tures, Hebrew literature, and aspects of globalization. In addition to numerous articles, Ofengenden's book publi-
cations include Introduction to the Poetry of Abraham Shlonsky (2014), The Passion for Absence in Abraham 
Shlonsky (2010), Life and Nation: From Nationalism to Knowledge Society in Contemporary Israeli Culture 
(forthcoming), and the collected volume Social Histories in Hebrew Culture (with Oded Nir) (forthcoming). Ofen-
genden is Editor of the Purdue University Press humanities and social sciences quarterly CLCWeb: Comparative 
Literature and Culture <http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb> (2017-) and Series Editor of the Purdue University 
Press monograph series of Books in Comparative Cultural Studies (2017-). Languages: near-native English, 
native Hebrew, fluent German, and reading French. 
 
2) fields of scholarship & teaching: comparative literature, world literatures, literary theory, poetics, narra-




Ph.D. 2007 University of Haifa, Comparative Literature and Hebrew Literature  
M.A. 2002 University of Tel Aviv, Psychology 
B.A. 1994 Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
 
4) faculty appointments 
Assistant Professor, Comparative Literature & Near Eastern and Judaic Studies, Brandeis University 2014- 
<http://www.brandeis.edu/facultyguide/person.html?emplid=e7d36a1a70d0e50e8236758e03b4ed87110a909e>  
Director, Hebrew Language and Literature Program, Brandeis University 2014- 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Literature, Oberlin College 2010-2013 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Modern Literature, Monash University 2009-2010 
Research Fellow, Ethics in the Sciences and Humanities, University of Tübingen 2005-2009 
 
5) academic service  
Editor, CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture (ISSN 1481-4374), Purdue University & Purdue University 
Press 2017- 
Series Editor, Books in Comparative Cultural Studies, Purdue University & Purdue University Press 2017- 
Member, Academic Advisory Committee, Brandeis University 2015- 
Member, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, Brandeis University 2015- 
Member, International Advisory Board, CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 2015-2016 
Member, Near Eastern and Judaic Studies Curriculum Committee, Brandeis University 2014- 
Member, Program Committee of the Association for Political Theory 2014-2015 
Chair, Foreign Language Committee, Brandeis University 2014-2015 
Member, Executive Committee, Gesellschaft für europäisch-jüdische Literaturstudien / International Association 
for European Jewish Literature Studies, 2007-2009. 
 
6) awards & grants 
Theodore and Jane Norman Fund for Faculty Research and Creative Projects, Brandeis University 2015-2016 
Tomberg Research Funds, Brandeis University 2015-2016 
Powers Grant Funding, Oberlin College 2011 
Bucerius PhD Scholarship, Zeit Stiftung 2006 
Graduate Studies Scholarship, University of Haifa 2002-2005 








   7.1 single-authored books 
Ofengenden, Ari. Life and Nation: From Nationalism to Knowledge Society in Contemporary Israeli Culture. 
Forthcoming. 
Ofengenden, Ari. Introduction to the Poetry of Abraham Shlonsky. Berlin: De Gruyter, 2014. 
Ofengenden, Ari. The Passion for Absence in Abraham Shlonsky. Jerusalem: Hebrew University Press, 2010. 
 
   7.2 edited volumes 
Social Histories in Hebrew Culture. Ed. Ari Ofengenden and Oded Nir. Forthcoming. 
 
   7.3 peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, encyclopedia entries, book reviews 
(*= Thompson-Reuters' Arts and Humanities Citation Index) 
 
*Ofengenden, Ari. "Individualism, Institutions and Language under the Gaze of the Other in Contemporary Israe-
li Film." National, Transnational, International: Israeli Cinema Beyond Its Borders. Ed. Rachel Harris. Blooming-
ton: Indiana University Press, forthcoming.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Minoritarian Interventions and National Identity: Reading Amos Oz with Sayed Kashua." He-
brew Studies 57(2016): 337-352. 
*Ofengenden, Ari. "Monotheism the Incomplete Revolution: Narrating the Event in Freud's and Assmann's Mo-
ses" symplokē: a journal for the intermingling of literary, cultural and theoretical scholarship 23.1-2 (2015): 
291-307.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "National Identity in Global Times: Therapy and Satire in Contemporary Israeli Film and Litera-
ture." The Comparatist 39 (2015): 294-312. 
*Ofengenden, Ari. "Agency, Desire, and Power in Schnitzler's A Dream Novel and Kubrick's Adaptation Eyes Wide 
Shut." CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 17.2 (2015): 
   <http://dx.doi.org/10.7771/1481-4374.2465>. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Language, Body, Dystopia: The Passion for the Real in Orly-Castle-Bloom's Dolly City." The 
Comparatist 38 (2014): 250-65. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "With Both Feet on the Clouds: Fantasy in Israeli Literature." Israel Studies Review 29.2 
(2014): 167-70. 
*Ofengenden, Ari. "Man-Woman, Prophet-Priest: Charisma and Chauvinism in Hebrew Modernism." männlich 
und weiblich schuf Er sie. Studien zur Genderkonstruktion und zum Eherecht in der Mittelmeerreligionen. Ed. 
Matthias Morgenstern, Christian Boudignon, and Christiane Tietz. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2011. 
391-98. 
*Ofengenden, Ari, and Regina Ammicht-Quinn. "Nackter Körper, nacktes Gehirn. Wirkung von Ethik und Recht 
bei neuen Techniken." Wie wirkt Recht. Ed. Michelle Cottier, Josef Estermann, and Michael Wrase. Bern: 
Nomos, 2011. 171-79. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Gender, Urbanity, and Religious Experience in Modern Hebrew Literature." Rev. of Pinsker, 
Shachar, Literary Passports: The Making of Modernist Hebrew Fiction in Europe (2011). H-Net Reviews in the 
Humanities & Social Sciences (2011): <https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showpdf.php?id=32359>. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "'Days will Come and They Will Demand an Account. What Will I Give?': The Dynamics of Secu-
larization in Abraham Shlonksy's Writings." Hebrew Studies 51 (2010): 329-50. 
*Ofengenden, Ari. "First There was the Breast and the Breast was Bad: On the Origins of Morality and Self in 
Eating." Gastrosophical Turn: Essen zwischen Medizin und Öffentlichkeit. Ed. Christian Hoffstadt, Franz Pesch-
ke, Andreas Schulz-Buchta, and Michael Nagenborg. Bochum: Project, 2009. 103-10. 
*Ofengenden, Ari. "Occidentalism, Zionism and Neo-Orthodoxy in the Works of Nathan Birnbaum." Jüdische 
Literatur als europäische Literatur: Nationaldiskurse und Europäizität 1860-193. Ed. Caspar Battegay and Bar-
bara Breysach. München: Text und Kritik, 2008. 206-15. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Ideology and Poetry: On Abraham Shlonsky's Hegemony in the Hebrew Poetry of the 30's." 
Hebrew Studies 47 (2006): 327-41.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Strangers at Home." Ha'arz Literary Supplement (2004):  
   <http://www.haaretz.co.il/literature/1.936902>. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Literary Detective in Search of the Conspiracy of the Canon." Ha'arz Literary Supplement 
   (2003): <http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.916981>. 
 
8) conference papers, invited papers, and lectures 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Three Hebrew Poets Wrestling with an Absent God." Annual Conference of the Modern Lan-
guage Association of America, Philadelphia, 2017.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Transnationalism in Hebrew Culture." Invited paper, International Conference on Jewish Stud-
ies, Shanghai International Studies University 2016. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Globalization of Surrogacy and the Production of Israeliness." Invited paper, The Moleculariza-
tion of Identity: Science and Subjectivity in the 21st Century, Harvard University, 2016. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Monotheism and Madness." The Richardson History of Psychiatry Research Seminar, Joan and 
Sanford I. Weill Medical College, New York, 2016. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Popular vs. Art House Film: Some thoughts on Arab Movies." The National Center for Jewish 
Films 19th Annual Film Festival, Museum of Fine Arts Boston, 2016. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Inward Turn in Israeli Cinema." Seminar, Teaching the Arab Israeli Conflict in Culture, 
Annual Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies, San Diego, 2016. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Migrations and Conceptions: Representing the Migrant in European Writing." 21st Congress of 
the International Comparative Literature Association / Association Internationale de Littérature Comparée, Uni-
versity of Vienna, 2016. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "It Ain't Europe Here." Annual Conference of the Association for Israel Studies, Yad Izhak Ben 
Zvi and the Menachem Begin Heritage Center Jerusalem, 2016. 
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Ofengenden, Ari. "Bereaved Mothers across Borders." Annual Conference of the American Comparative Literature 
Association, Harvard University, 2016. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Life and Art of Abraham Shlonsky." Invited paper, OSHER Lifelong Learning Institute, 
Brandeis University, 2015.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Natural Catastrophes and Discourse in Contemporary Israel." Association for Jewish Studies, 
Boston, 2015. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Globalization and Biodisaster in Contemporary Literature 2000-2015." International Confer-
ence on Hebrew Language, Literature and Culture, University of Memphis, 2015. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Dystopia and Flourishing in the Age of Globality." Annual Conference of the Association for 
Israel Studies, Concordia University, Montréal, 2015.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Between the Law and the Real: On Creating a Cultural Space for Hebrew Modernism." The 
Avant-Garde and the Jews, University of Antwerp, 2015.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Making Sense of Contemporary Israeli Culture: A Look Back at the Last 30 Years of Literature, 
Television, and Film." Seminar on Contemporary Jewish Life, Brandeis University, 2015. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Film, Documentaries and the Arab-Israeli Conflict." Summer Institute for Israel Studies, 
Brandeis University, 2015.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Social Justice and Culture in Israel." Oberlin College, 2014. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Docu-Reality and Global Subjectivity in Israeli TV." Annual Conference of the North Eastern 
Modern Language Association, Harrisburg, 2014. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Mosaic Event: Žižek and Assmann on Monotheism." International Žižek Studies Confer-
ence, University of Cincinnati, 2014. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Real of Subjectivity in Israeli Docu-Reality." Annual Conference of the American Compara-
tive Literature Association, New York University, 2014. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Sexuality and Class in Arthur Schnitzler's Dream Novel." International Conference of Euro-
peanists, Washington D.C., 2014. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Out of Control: Language and Violence in the Contemporary Hebrew Novel." Conference of the 
National Association of Professors of Hebrew, New York, 2013. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Language and the Real: A Cognitive Post-Lacanian Account." Annual Conference American 
Comparative Literature Association, University of Toronto, 2013.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Neglected Origins of Modern Hebrew Literature." Lecture Series, University of Melbourne, 
2012. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Jewish Masculinity under Pressure: Masculine Identity and Female Sexuality in Agnon and 
Schnitzler." Annual Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies, University of Chicago, 2012. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Representing Transmigration of Souls: Kabalistic Metempsychosis or Repressed Wishes." The 
Visual and the Symbolic in Western Esotericism, European Society for the Study of Western Esotericism, Uni-
versity of Szeged, 2011. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Male Voice/Female Body: The Dybbuk as Transgendered Performance." Annual Conference of 
the Association for Jewish Studies, Washington DC, 2011. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Secularization in Hebrew Literature: Event and Boundaries." International Conference on He-
brew Language, Literature and Culture, New York, 2010. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Sex and Charisma in Modern Hebrew Culture." 15th World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusa-
lem, 2009. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Secularization in Modern Hebrew Literature: Abraham Shlonsky's Example." International 
Conference on Hebrew Language, Literature and Culture, London, 2009. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Secularization and Jewish Literature at the End of the 20th Century." Annual Conference of the 
Australian Association of Jewish Studies, University of Sydney, 2009. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Weakness and Strengths of a Nation." Germans, Jews and Israelis: History, Memory, 
Reconciliation, Monash University, 2009. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Body-Brain, Security-Identity: On the Body as the Site of Danger and Security Ethics." 
Ofengenden, Ari. "From the Naked Body to the Naked Brain." Invisiblities: The Politics, Practice and Experience 
of Surveillance in Everyday Life, University of Sheffield, 2008. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Occidentalism, Hybridity and Neo-Orthodoxy in the Works of Nathan Birnbaum." International 
Annual Meeting for the Association for European-Jewish Literature Studies, Frankfurt an der Oder, 2007.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Man-Woman, Prophet-Priest: Charisma and Chauvinism in Hebrew Modernism." Homme et 
femme il les créa. Masculin et féminin dans le droit et les sociétés monothéistes / Male and Female He Created 
Them: Man and Woman in the Mediterrenean Religions and Their Impact on Religious Matrimonial Law, Univer-
sity of Aix-en-Provence, 2007. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Political Praxis as Poetry: Zionism in Agnon." Makom, Ort und Orte im Judentum, University of 
Potsdam, 2006.  
Ofengenden, Ari. "Cognitivism and Semantic Mental Content." Annual Conference for Literacy and Language, Tel-
Aviv University, 2006. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Postcolonialsim in Israeli Literary Theory: A Short Introduction." Postkolonialism, Blaubeurer 
Kolloquium, 2006. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "What Did Coming to Palestine Mean?" Local and Global in Jewish Culture, Yale University, 
2005. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Ideology and Eros in the Literature of the Twenties." Literatur und Wissen, Blaubeurer Kollo-
quium, 2005. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Palestinian Queer as Homo Sacer." Fourth Annual Conference for Queer Theory and Gay 
and Lesbian Studies, Tel-Aviv University, 2004. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "The Messiah's Body: Disjoining the Body and Political Theology in Modernist Poetry." Annual 
Conference for the Research and Study of Literature, University of Haifa, 2004. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Greetings and Questions for the Opening of the Excellence in Academic Research Awards." 
Annual Ceremony for Awards for Excellence in Academic Research, Parliament of Israel, 2003. 
Ofengenden, Ari. "Asymmetry in Metaphor Comprehension: A Functional Representation of Existing Theories." 
Annual Conference of the Association of Cognitive Psychology, Tel Aviv University, 2002.  
